Unit 3 Reminders – What We Have Covered in Our Notes & Discussions!
· Controlled Experiment:  An experiment in which all of the variables are the same except for the one being tested.  

· For example, with the brine shrimp experiment we did in class, everything was the same except for the salinity of the water since we were testing the effects of salinity on the hatching and growth of brine shrimp. 

· An experiment that produces data or information that is valid or believable is always a controlled experiment.

· Variable:  any one part of an experiment (light, temperature, soil, containers, and so forth…) that is changed for testing.

· Conclusion:  this is what you can learn from the data collected from doing an experiment

__________________________________________________________________________________________

· Environmental Factor:  part of the environment that influences an organism.  
· Non-living ( water, light, temperature, or chemicals, 
· Living (other organisms such as, plants or an animals
· Can you identify environmental factors in various habitats?

· Organism:  any living thing, plant or animal

· Preferred Environment:  an environment that an organism chooses to live in.  

· They make this choice because and living and nonliving factors.

· Optimum Environment:  the environment that an organism is BEST able to live and grow in. 
· Tolerance:  the ability of an organism to survive under a given set of conditions.  

· Range of Tolerance:  the set or range of environmental conditions under which an organism can survive.

· Keep in mind that the best of these environmental conditions is the optimum environment.

· If an environment is OUT of an organism’s range of tolerance, this means it cannot survive there.  
· For example, the north pole environment is OUT of a palm tree’s range of tolerance.  It will die if planted there.  

· Salinity:  how salty water is

· If you add more water to salt-water it will become less salty (less concentrated). 

· If you let water evaporate from salt-water, it will become more salty (more concentrated).
· Drought: a long period without rain.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

· Plants use sunlight to make food.

· Chloroplasts within plant cells perform the work of photosynthesis, or the conversion of sunlight into sugars.

· Sugar is food for the plant.  

· Most of the food produced by plants is stored for future use.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

· A thermometer is used to measure temperature (in degrees Celsius).
· A graduated cylinder is used to measure volume (in milliliters (mL).
· A stopwatch is used to measure time in seconds and minutes.

· A ruler is used to measure length (in millimeters and centimeters).

· A scale is used to measure mass; which is weight (in grams and kilograms).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

· Renewable Natural Resources:  materials from nature that can be easily replaced (plants, wood…)

· Nonrenewable Natural Resources:  materials from nature that cannot be easily replaced (oil, coal, natural gas…)

· Flow Resources: resources that are only available for use at a certain time and place (wind, water, and sunlight).  These are sometimes considered Renewable Natural Resources as well!
· There is NO SUCH THING as unnatural resources.

____________________________________________________________________________________

· Ways that human activity negatively affects natural resources:

·  cutting down forests; directing runoff from cropland into a lake, stream, or river; littering (due to fertilizers getting into the water which cause excessive plant growth in the water)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

