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Nallo’s News





October 2013





We’re On The Web!


� HYPERLINK "http://paramountgrade5.weebly.com" �http://paramountgrade5.weebly.com�


From this site, you can click on each teacher’s individual site as well.  There is lots of great information on our site, so make sure to visit often!





Classroom Happenings


We have a lot of exciting learning going on in our classroom!  Check it out! As always, you can look on my website to find even more information or to contact me – anallo.weebly.com





Reading:  In reading, we are continuing our study of Nature’s Fury.  Our first text covered volcanoes and we learned lots of interesting facts about some of the different volcanoes in North America.  With this study, we focused on the western region of the United States as that is where we are connected to the “Ring of Fire”.  Next, we will be reading Eye of the Storm.  This text follows storm chaser Warren Faidley as he chases tornadoes to collect data. With this, our focus will shift to the Southwest and Midwest regions of the United States.  We are also studying text structure and learning how to figure out how the author has organized the text so that we can better understand what we read.


 


Math: We are in the thick of the first unit which focuses on expanding the students’ knowledge of the base ten system; using the powers of ten to write numbers and decimals in expanded form; understanding multiplication and division using base ten, as well as the place value of numbers and decimals.  The expectation is that students will fluently multiply and divide numbers such as: 5894 x 36 or 6398 divided by 48.  Students will also learn how to use concrete models to represent place value, multiplication, division, and relate to it during written explanations.  Your students will also analyze patterns and relationships of numerical expressions.  It is very important that students not only understand how to solve these types of problems, but also be able to explain their thinking.  There are websites for reinforcement listed on my weebly page under the math tab.





Science:    We have been exploring environments and the effects of environmental changes on organisms.  We conducted a cool experiment to find out if plants really need light, soil, and water to grow.  We will be putting together a power point to show our results of this controlled scientific experiment. Next, we will move into studying a little more about ecosystems and the transfer of energy from organism to organism.








Dates to Remember


October 7th – Parent Training at Outdoor


	School for parents interested in


volunteering (5 p.m.)


October 8th – Science quiz (environments)


October 10th – tentative date for math unit


assessment


October Book Orders Due


October 18th – No School


October 21st - Parent Training at Outdoor


	School for parents interested in


volunteering (5 p.m.)


October 25th – End of Quarter 1


October 28th & 29th – Parent Conferences





Reminders


1.) This year, I have made an effort to respect family time by drastically cutting down on the amount of homework students have to complete.  With that being said, I do believe it is important for students to read outside of school.  There is much research out there that proves that the amount of reading a student does directly correlates to increased ability.  So even if there is no assigned homework, please have your child read for at least 30 minutes.  


2.) Data binders will be coming home every other week. This is a great way to keep track of your child’s progress with him/her.  If you see an area of need while reviewing progress, please check out my weebly site for websites that can help.  You can also contact me with any questions or concerns.


3.) Outdoor school forms and money are due October 25th.








