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Nallo’s News





February 2014





We’re On The Web!


� HYPERLINK "http://paramountgrade5.weebly.com" �http://paramountgrade5.weebly.com�


From this site, you can click on each teacher’s individual site as well.  There is lots of great information on our site, so make sure to visit often!





Classroom Happenings


We have a lot of exciting learning going on in our classroom!  Check it out! As always, you can look on my website to find even more information or to contact me – I am constantly working to update this site and to make it more user friendly.


anallo.weebly.com


Reading:  Our new unit focuses on the American Revolution.  Our guiding questions are:  How do beliefs influence decisions? How did our nation become “united”?  How have events from the past influenced our lives today?  We will spend time in whole group reading on our social studies content.  We have already started to dig deep into the idea of taxes and their uses.  We will be spending our guided reading time with literature – maybe not about the American Revolution, but definitely with books that go along with our guiding questions for the unit and using key reading skills to build our comprehension, such as inferring, predicting/adjusting predictions, evaluating, and comparing/contrasting.  I am also excited to say that we have 2 groups doing their reading response for small groups on My Big Campus!  Please make sure students are reading at home and practicing those skills.


Math: It continues to be very important that students not only understand how to solve problems, but also be able to explain their thinking. The biggest stretch we are making is using many steps and skills to solve problems or complete tasks.  So students really need to build their stamina and persevere! There are websites for reinforcement listed on my weebly page under the Unit 3 Math.  I have also tried to include the specific math indicators we are working on for this entire unit.  It is also a good idea to continue to go back to the Unit 2 and Unit 1 sections and review the math material there as well.


Our 3rd unit focuses on fractions – that’s right – FRACTIONS!  So far we have been reviewing some skills from 4th grade (finding equivalent fractions using the least common multiple; simplifying fractions using the greatest common factor; and adding/subtracting with unlike denominators).  This is a unit where many students struggle. So PLEASE make sure you check my weebly page often for updates to stay current with where we are in class.  Also, students can access Khan Academy from home to continue practicing skills.


Science:    We have started our unit on Matter and Energy.  We started with Energy and learned about stored energy, energy sources, and the transfer of energy.  This week, we started learning about light.  We haven’t gotten very far with it yet because of the snow days, but we are going to be learning about reflected light and changing the direction light travels and how light changes when it hits a colored object instead of a white object.  Please visit my weebly page for more information.








Dates to Remember


February 10: Math MAP test


February 14: Valentine Party (see back)


February 17: No School


March – MSA is coming up!!





Reminders


1.) Please continue to check the “Homework” tab on my weebly site.  You will find the expected homework there each week.  I also copy the sheet for students at the beginning of the week.  Please make sure to have your child complete homework each night.  I don’t give that much and it is important review for them.  Thank you so much for your help and support!  





2.) I just wanted to let you know that we have not had outdoor recess in some time due to the snow and cold weather.  As soon as it warms up and the playground isn’t covered with snow, I’m looking VERY forward to getting the kids outside!











