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Nallo’s News





December 2013





We’re On The Web!


� HYPERLINK "http://paramountgrade5.weebly.com" �http://paramountgrade5.weebly.com�


From this site, you can click on each teacher’s individual site as well.  There is lots of great information on our site, so make sure to visit often!





Classroom Happenings


We have a lot of exciting learning going on in our classroom!  Check it out! As always, you can look on my website to find even more information or to contact me – I am constantly working to update this site and make it more user friendly.


anallo.weebly.com





Reading:  Our new unit focuses on people and conflict.  Our guiding question is:  How do people/characters overcome conflict and adapt to changes in their lives?  Our guided reading time will focus on literature, while we will be incorporating nonfiction text and social studies into our whole group reading time.  Our focus has shifted from the European explorers to the settlements they began.  Right now we are getting to know more about the British colonies – comparing the three regions (New England, Middle, and Southern colonies) and the resources that were available to settlers.  We will be focusing on summarizing, quoting accurately from text, comparing and contrasting characters, and explaining relationships and interactions. Please check my website for additional information.


 


Math: It continues to be very important that students not only understand how to solve problems, but also be able to explain their thinking. The biggest stretch we need to make is understanding that many of the tasks students need to complete require many steps – so students really need to build their stamina and persevere! There are websites for reinforcement listed on my weebly page under the Unit 2 Math.  I have also tried to include the specific math indicators we are working on for this entire unit.


	Currently we are working on understanding volume and how/why the formula (length x width x height) actually works.  Our next big idea involves additive volume – that means finding the volume of composite figures, or 3D figures that are made up of more than one solid.  We will have to find the volume of both solids and then add them together – hence, “additive” volume.  We will be implementing Khan Academy in math rotations as well.  You should have received an email from Khan Academy stating that I had created an account for your child.  If you have any questions, please email me.





Science:    We started our second unit of science with a quick, week-long review of cells.  This review “piggy-backed” the cells class students participated in during Outdoor School.


For the rest of this month, we will focus our study on force & motion (Newton’s Laws of Motion).  This too will only be one week.  There will be an assessment about Force & Motion on Thursday, December 19th – depending on the weather.








Dates to Remember


December 19: Science assessment


December 20: Class Winter Party


December 23-January 1: Winter Break


January 17: ½ day


January 20-21: No School











A big thank you goes out to the parents that volunteered at Outdoor School with us.  Without you, it wouldn’t have been possible or successful.  I know it was cold, but I had a lot of fun being with the kids and getting to know you better as well.  I hope you enjoyed the time!





Reminders


1.) Please continue to check the “Homework” tab on my weebly site.  You will find the expected homework there each week.  Check it out!





2.)  I will continue to TRY to get data binders home every other week. This is a great way to keep track of your child’s progress with him/her.  If you see an area of need while reviewing progress, please check out my weebly site for websites that can help.  You can also contact me with any questions or concerns.





3.) It is getting COLD outside! Please remember to send your child to school with a coat for recess.











