Civil War – Debate Notes
Think about these questions as you prepare for the debate:
· During the years leading up to and including the Civil War, what was meant by “the public good”?

· Do you think it was easy or difficult for Lincoln to put aside his personal wishes in favor of what he thought was the public good?
· Should the seceding states have been permitted to leave the Union?  What evidence to you have to support your thinking?

· What would the secession of Southern states have meant to the United States?  How would the United States have been able to function as two separate nations?
Things to research in preparation for your debate:  (remember to understand both the Southern and Northern perspective/point of view on these topics as much as possible)

· Abraham Lincoln

· “A house divided against itself cannot stand”

· Personally against slavery

· Focused on working to preserve the Union (assures the South that their rights will be protected)

· Market economy vs. Agricultural economy

· Harriet Beecher Stowe – Uncle Tom’s Cabin
· People began to choose sides

· John Brown’s Raid on Harper’s Ferry

· Northern belief – “cannot have a fully free society dedicated to liberty when slavery exists”

· Conflicting views of what “liberty” actually is

· Legislation - Missouri Compromise, Fugitive Slave Law, Kansas-Nebraska Act 

· Dred Scott decision

· Nat Turner’s Rebellion

· “Industrial Slavery” – Northern factories and conditions

· Economic necessity of slavery in the South

· Northern “propaganda” that misrepresented slavery in the South (stereotyping slave owners)

· Constitution – property rights; leaves slavery up to the individual states

· Conflicting views about state’s rights – South for state government; North for national government
· Representation in government – based on population; fair representation
Reminders:

· Keep a list of the sources/resources you use (title and author; web address; video title; etc.)

· Social studies text – focus on Unit 6

· Keep notes – those will be collected on the day of the debate

