Possible Argument/Debate Statements
These should be used to focus your research – remember to choose 3-4 items to research that will support your claim; then look at the other side as well (know both perspectives).

I believe/In my opinion/I feel….
· the North was more focused on protecting the interests of the public good.

· the South was more focused on protecting the interests of the public good.

· neither North or South were focused on the public good.

· the states should not have been permitted to leave the Union.

· states choosing to secede from the Union should have been allowed to do so.

· the secession of Southern states would have been (positive/negative) for the United States.
· the secession of the Southern states would have had a (positive/negative) impact on the United States.

· the United States (would/would not) be able to function as two separate nations.

· the Northern and Southern economies depended on each other, so they should remain one nation.

· the economy in the North depended heavily on the resources from the South, so the South could stand as a nation alone.

· the North and South each had their own form of slavery.

· one national government is stronger than separate state governments.

· the North considers us one nation, while the South is trying to create separate nations.

· the Southerners were defending their rights, not slavery.

· the South should have been allowed to separate to preserve the Union.

· it is more important for each state to govern themselves.

· it is important that there is one federal government that governs the entire nation.
