Vocabulary Definitions

Cells – the smallest unit of life

Cell membrane – the thin, outside covering surrounding a cell that acts like a door letting chemicals in or out.

Cell wall – a thick covering outside the cell membranes of plant cells and bacteria

Chloroplast – an organelle found in plant cells that captures light energy and uses it to make food

Cytoplasm – the material that fills a cell and surrounds the nucleus and organelles

Gene – a structure that makes up chromosomes and controls many cell activities

Mitochondrion – an organelle that provides cells with the energy they need

Nucleus – a central structure inside plant and animal cells that contains chromosomes; the control center of the cell

Protein – a type of chemical that is one of the most important building blocks of cells

Ribosome – a cell organelle involved in making proteins

Vacuoles – a cell organelle that stores substances such as food or waste

Mitosis – the part of cell division in which duplicated chromosomes separate and move apart

Microscope – a scientific instrument used to magnify things that we could normally not see

Organism – a living person, animal, or plant
Multicellular – having many cells
